Low frequency of CHEK2 mutations in familial pancreatic cancer.
Familial pancreatic cancer (FPC) is a rare tumour syndrome and its underlying major gene defect is still unknown. Recently, CHEK2 has been identified as multi-organ cancer susceptibility gene associated with a predisposition to breast, prostate and colon cancer. Since these cancers also are associated with some FPC families, we have analysed 35 index patients of German FPC families for CHEK2 mutations. The CHEK2 * 1100delC mutation was found in 1 (3%) of 35 FPC families. Given the low expected mutation rate of up to 1.4% for CHEK2 * 1100delC in the European population our data are suggestive for possible contribution of CHEK2 mutations to a small subset of FPC.